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UNION OF ARAB CHAMBERS PARTICIPATES IN THE 2025 AFRICA
EconNomic Symposium

The Union of Arab Chambers
participated in the 2025 Africa
Economic  Symposium held in

the  Moroccan  capital,  Rabat,
from 14 to 15 July 2025, at  the
invitation of the Policy Center for the
New South, under the theme: “Bold
Steps Amid Global Transformations.”
The symposium was marked by
high-level  attendance,  bringing
together economic experts and
representatives ~ of international
institutions and prestigious research
centers from more than 40 countries.
During the symposium, the sixth
annual edition of the Africa Economic Report was discussed.

The sessions revolved around two main tracks:

1. Macroeconomic Policy Challenges: focusing on monetary
policy amid uncertainty, public-debt management, and fiscal
sustainability.

2. African Economic Transformation: discussing ways to enhance
trade and integration, the role of economic corridors, central-bank
digital currencies, and the future of development finance beyond
traditional aid models.

The sessions highlighted the importance of moving toward
innovative financing models based on mobilizing domestic
resources and smart partnerships instead of excessive reliance
on aid. They also emphasized the need to accelerate the
implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) by removing non-tariff barriers and developing
infrastructure and logistical connectivity.

The role of central-bank digital currencies (CBDCs) was presented
as a means of promoting financial inclusion and reducing
remittance costs, especially in marginalized regions. Growing
interest was also noted in the experience of economic corridors as
a tool for achieving inclusive development, provided that effective
regional-governance mechanisms are in place.

The issues raised showed a direct link to the efforts of the Union
of Arab Chambers in strengthening Arab—African economic
integration, particularly regarding empowering the private sector to
engage in economic-corridor projects and green finance, directing
investments toward productive and digital sectors in Africa, and
supporting institutional frameworks to enhance coordination
between Arab and African chambers of commerce.

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)

“OPEC”: THE GLOBAL EcoNoMY MAY IMPROVE IN THE SECOND

HALF oF 2025

In its monthly report, the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) kept its estimates for
global economic growth unchanged
at 2.9 percent for 2025 and 3.1 percent
for 2026, despite geopolitical
challenges and high interest rates.
According to the organization, the
global economy could perform better
than expected in the second half of the
current year, despite trade disputes. It
indicated that crude-oil refinery intake
will remain high to keep pace with
increased summer travel, supporting
demand projections. OPEC also maintained its forecast for growth
in global oil demand at 1.3 million barrels per day for both 2025
and 2026, supported by a recovery in industrial activity and
transportation in emerging markets, especially in Asia.

Source (Al Arabiya.Net Website, Edited)
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/oil-and-gas/2025/07/15/%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A-%D9%82%D8%AF-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%85%D9%86-2025

SAUDI ARABIA TOPS VENTURE-CAPITAL INVESTMENTS IN THE

MippLE East

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
maintained its lead in the Middle
East and North Africa as the country
with the highest venture-capital
investment value in the first half
of the current year, executing
investments worth 3.2 billion riyals
(USD 860 million) in national
start-ups, thereby surpassing the total
for all of 2024.

Data issued by the “Magnitt” platform
showed that the Kingdom captured the
largest share of total venture-capital
investment in the Middle East and

North Africa during the first half of the current year, at 56 percent.
It also achieved a record number of venture-capital deals,
reaching 114 deals, reflecting the attractiveness of the Saudi
market, enhancing its competitive environment, and affirming the
strength of its economy as the largest in the region.

Source (Al Sharq Al Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

B Morocco Expects EcoNomMIC-GROWTH SLOWDOWN

Morocco’s High Commission for
Planning forecast that economic
growth will slow to 4 percent next
year from an expected 4.4 percent this
year, due to global trade uncertainty.
The report stated that
international-trade imbalances and
continued uncertainty about economic
prospects will affect the growth of
trade in goods and services, limiting
the recovery of external demand for
Morocco.

The  commission  noted  that
domestic demand continues to drive
imports, contributing to a widening
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GDP in 2026 after registering 1.8 percent this year. It projected
that the fiscal deficit will shrink to 3.4 percent of GDP in 2026
from 3.6 percent this year, assuming that increased tax revenues

offset higher government spending.

Source (Al Sharq Al Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

O1L PRICES INCREASE ON EXPECTATIONS OF SUStAINED DEMAND

AND GLoBAL-EcoNnoMIC GROWTH

Oil prices increased in Wednesday
trading, 16-7-2025, supported by
expectations of continued demand
growth in both the United States and
China, the world’s two largest oil
consumers, amid signs of improving
global economic projections.

Brent crude futures
increased 0.2 percent to  record
USD 68.87 per barrel. U.S. West
Texas Intermediate crude contracts
increased about 0.3 percent to reach
USD 66.78. This increase comes after

a two-day decline, as the market largely ignored the potential
supply disruption following U.S. President Donald Trump’s
threat to impose tariffs on buyers of Russian oil.

Source (CNBC Arabia Website, Edited)
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https://www.cnbcarabia.com/140372/2025/16/07/%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%84-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%88%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/140372/2025/16/07/%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%84-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%88%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A

B FintECH SECTOR’S CONTRIBUTION TO UAE GDP INCREASES

Forecasts showed that the United
Arab Emirates will continue to play
a leading regional role in the fintech
sector, with the market expected
to achieve a compound annual
growth rate exceeding 12 percent
between 2025 and 2030, increasing
from about USD 3.5 billion
to USD 6.4 billion.

The UAE aims to raise the fintech
sector’s contribution to GDP to
about 12 percent by 2031, compared
with an estimated 8.7 percent
currently. To drive fintech expansion,
the UAE has taken several proactive measures, establishing
regulatory frameworks and policies that encourage innovation
and accelerate digital transformation through bodies such as the
Dubai Virtual Assets Regulatory Authority, the Dubai Financial
Services Authority, and the Financial Services Regulatory
Authority in Abu Dhabi Global Market.

Source (CNBC Arabia Website, Edited)

IMF: Ecypt FACES A USD 5.8 BiLLION FINANCING GAP

IN 2025/2026

The International Monetary Fund revealed that Egypt faces a
financing gap of about USD 5.8 billion in 2025/2026, compared
with USD 11.4 billion in the 2024/2025 fiscal year.

According to the IMF, the Egyptian government has secured
confirmed financing commitments to cover its needs during the
twelve months ending January 2026, including one billion euros
obtained from the European Union in December, as part of a total
financing package of five billion euros.

The report noted the Gulf states’ commitment not to withdraw
official deposits totaling USD 18.3 billion at the Central Bank
of Egypt until the end of the Extended Fund Facility program in
October 2026, unless the funds are used to purchase assets, with the
proceeds of such operations remaining within foreign-exchange
reserves.

Source (Al Arabiya.Net Website, Edited)
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2025/07/16/%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81-3-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2025/07/16/%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81-3-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A
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